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The Bane of Bad Hymns 

In a penetrative article on "Theology of 
Hymns," Edward S. Worcester of Norwich, 
Conn., has this to say in the Hartford Semi- 
nary Record: "It is a reflection upon the 
otherwise good judgment of some missionary 
bodies that they have not infrequently 
chosen our feebler efforts [in hymn-writing] 
for translation into foreign tongues. It is 
a reflection upon the discernment which 
should accompany zeal that we at home 
so readily surrender our people's prayers 
and praise to the random and ephemeral 

jingles of the professional revivalist 

There are compositions in vogue in certain 



quarters which musically are beneath the 
level of the street piano and poetically are 
not good enough to commit to memory 

in a district school Men will yet 

summon a congregation to worship in rhymes 
which are false in sentiment, cheap in expres- 
sion, and half-baked in theology, if only they 
will assume the name of 'gospel' songs. If 
ever a body of literature needed to be looked 
into with discrimination before use, it is 
that which is turned out with increasing 
fluency these days by men whose acquaint- 
ance with accurate religious thought is al- 
most nil and whose chief inspiration would 
seem to be commercial." 
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The Problem oi the Prayer Meeting 

One of the most aggressive churches in 
the East — the Lake Avenue Baptist of 
Rochester, N.Y. — has recently inaugurated 
a scheme for the solution of the insistent 
prayer-meeting problem which would seem 
feasible for many other perplexed churches. 
At Lake Avenue they have this fall insti- 
tuted the "Big Wednesday Evening," which 
has proved very successful both in point 
of numbers and in interest. The activities 
of the church are concentrated upon this 
one week-day evening to prevent loss 
through too great scattering of meetings 
throughout the week. Once a month the 
ladies have their meeting at 2:30 in the 
afternoon but the rest of the features of 
the "Big Wednesday Evening" occur every 
week. The hour from five to six is reserved 
for various committee meetings and at 6:20 
the ladies of the church serve a supper at a 
very nominal cost to everyone who can 
attend. This supper is made the occasion of 
much informality and fun, everyone wearing 
a tag on which is his or her name and join- 
ing in the informal "sing" with which the 
meal closes under the able assistance of a 
voluntary orchestra of young people. At 



7 there are various study groups on mission- 
ary topics under competent leadership, or, 
as in the case of the first three weeks of 
the fall, an entertainment illustrating some 
theme of missionary significance, such as the 
incoming immigrants at Ellis Island. Some- 
times some prominent missionary speaker 
is secured for this period. At 8:15 occurs 
the regular church prayer meeting, at which 
the orchestra is again in evidence, assisted 
by a young people's choir. The hour from 
o to 10 is again reserved for committee ses- 
sions of various kinds. Among the most 
successful of the mission-study groups were 
courses upon the Appeal of the Missionary 
Task, The Emergency in China, The 
Church and the City Problem, Mormonism, 
Islam of America, The Business Side of the 
Missionary Task, Missionary Biography, 
Contemporary Missionary Leaders, Medical 
Missions, The Bible and Missions, Compara- 
tive Religions, and others. 

This church is supporting three mission- 
ary families in the foreign field besides 
workers in the home field. Much intelli- 
gent interest in the undertaking is 
largely generated at these "Big Wednes- 
day Evenings." 



